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Hello Friends, 
__ here’s how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Friends Subscriptions, 
PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest a 
minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your order and 
be sure to state the part number of the first copy you want. You 
can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. 


If you haven't got pow 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 

5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 

Whether you're getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 

video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 
You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 12 
parts with the video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail 
Centre VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts, $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth part). 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 26 
copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
address below stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Circulation Manager: 

Gary Neale (071) 581 1371 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 


The animals have to face a 
mammoth task — crossing 
the new motorway. 


ALL ABOUT...Shrikes 
They’re the ones with the 
nasty habit of spiking their 
next meal on a thorn bush. 


FASCINATING FACTS 

The animal world is full of 
show-offs when it’s time to 
find a mate. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Fruity fun with berry 
yoghurts to make. 
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ISSUE 18 


“The Oath we took in Farthing Wood has 
changed us,” explained Fox. “Well, makes a 
change,” said Whistler. “I would rather like to 
join you. I wonder if there are any female 
herons in White Deer Park.” 


Wreiss the heron, had saved Toad from 
a greedy Carp. But Toad had persuaded 
him to throw the fish back into the water 
rather than let it die on the bank. 


“Gladly,” they both answered, and they 
repeated the oath after Badger. 


“Both Whistler and Vixen should take the 
Oath,” said Adder firmly. 


HOW TO DRAW 

Some of your fabulous 
drawings are put on show in 
our Picture Gallery, 


SECRET WORLD OF... 
Aditch 

Life is a’ buzzing down 
among the dirt. 


PUZZLE IT OUT 
Mole decides to have an ¥ 
afternoon in with nothing 
but a huge plate of worms 
for company. 


Earth Pictures (Peter 


br), Cll; Athol 


The animals set off with Whistler flying “I feel rather safe with Whistler and Vixen 
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with us,” said the Fieldmouse to the Vole as 
they walked along. 


overhead. “With any luck the humans will be 
so busy looking up for the strange noise his 
wing makes, they won’t notice us,” said Fox. 
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A dead pheasant landed near the Rabbit 
family and they popped their heads out of the 
bushes in fright. 


Just then there was the sound of guns. 
“We’ve walked into a pheasant shoot, 
everyone get under cover,” ordered Fox. The 
animals crouched down in the grass and 
bushes next to a field. 


The Rabbits were so frightened they began to 
squeal. The dog stopped and looked up. 
“Don’t panic!” gasped Mrs Rabbit. 


A dog ran up to the bird and picked it up to 
take back to his master. 


Bang! There was a single shot and the poor 
little thing lay dead. 


The youngest Rabbit was so scared he 
started to run across the open field. 
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“To think Owl saved him from a snare for this 
to happen,” said Badger. “His death may have 
better,” sobbed Mrs Rabbit. “You did the best saved us all,” said Fox. “Look the man is 

you could,” comforted her husband. 


The parents broke down crying. “I was his 
mother, I should have looked after him 


leaving for the day. He’s shot enough.” 


“Good boy,” said the man walking up to the “We'd better stop here for the night,” said 


dog. He picked up the pheasant and the baby Fox. The animals settled down to sleep. “The 
Rabbit and walked off. sooner we get to White Deer Park the better,” 


said Kestrel to Owl. 


Next week: The new 
motorway 


“T can see why you all stick together,” said 
Whistler to the two birds as he settled down 


to sleep. 


All About... 


Our big, bulging eyes help us to see 
well at night. As our eyes are set on 
the side of our head, we have a very 
good all-round view of our 
surroundings - the only place we 
can’t see is right in front of us! 

Our brown coat is flecked with 
white, gold and blackish hairs, which 
helps to camouflage us in the 
meadows and edges of woods. 


66Hello there. Hare here. Ever been told you run ‘as swift 
as a hare’? Well, if you have it’s quite a compliment 
/ because we Brown hares can thunder along at 
speeds of up to 56 kilometres per hour. Don't 
confuse us with Rabbits, for heaven's sake. We're 
bigger (about 55cm) and heavier (about 3.5kg) and we 
have longer ears, with black tips, longer back legs and a 
black top to our tail. It's those powerful, muscly back 
legs that help us to run so fast. 
We live mainly on farmland and in rough 
grassland in Britain. For most of the year = 
we're very secretive, spending the daytime 
hiding in grassy resting places and only 
coming out to feed at night. 
In spring, during the mating season, you 
might be able to spot us when we chase 
and box each other.99 


Bounding or Hopping? 

If you’re lucky enough to spot the 
tracks of a hare in mud, sand or snow 
you can tell whether it’s been 
bounding along at speed or hopping 
gently by examining the tracks. 


If you come too close to us, or we are 
being chased by one of our enemies 
such as a Fox or a Golden Eagle, we 
can run extremely fast, zig-zagging and 
dodging to make it more difficult for 
anyone to catch us. We can keep up 
our high speed dash for several miles. 


When a hare hops along slowly its 
long back paw prints are close 
behind the smaller front paw ones. 
The gap between each set of prints is 
about 25cm. 


If a stranger comes near us we often 
crouch down low, flattening our long ears, 
until the danger passes. Like Rabbits, we 
sniff the air with our sensitive noses to 
make sure there are no strange smells 
nearby before we settle down to eat. 


Xx When a hare is taking bounding 
strides, it makes a sort of 
leap-frogging movement as its back 
a4 “i Paws land in front of the front paws. 
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Look at the tracks shown here and 
you'll see the difference. Also the gap 
between each set of prints is much 
bigger - each leap can be 2.5m long. 
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All About... 
Courting and babies RHEE 


66For most of the year we 
Brown hares keep to ourselves, 
sleeping and feeding on our tages ot 
own. But oe early January the <a "A a) Mere i might be lurking. We use a number of 
males - we’re called bucks es Sia! We ble 86h OS RTA. yes Z different paths to get to our feeding 
or jacks - start looking fora , or $ 4 ra ee i: - 4 ; . if Ser areas. Root vegetables, young 
female to mate with. It’s s : cereal crops, weeds and grass 
quite tricky wooing a are our favourite foods. 
female - they’re known 

as jills or does.99 


Sometimes we hares will feed during 
the daytime but we prefer to come out 
when it is dark. We try to choose a spot 

s that is out in the open, where the 
te pie grasses and plants are short, and away 
Z orf from bushes and woods where Foxes 


When the young are 
about three weeks old 
they start to venture 
out to feed in the fields. 
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Sometimes the jills chase 
us off or even box us with 
their forepaws. When we 
do manage to find a 
willing jill we then have to 
fight off various other 
eager males. 

The battle for the jills 
usually involves a boxing 
match. Two jacks will 
stand up on their hind legs 
in an open field and 
pummel each other with 
their forepaws. They turn 
in circles, thumping the 
ground with their hind legs 
and grunting and snorting. 
This is where the saying 
‘Mad as a March hare’ 
came from. 
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FORM 


We hollow out a resting 
place in a grassy bank or 


BABIES 


Jills give birth to several 
litters of 2-4 babies, called 


leverets, every year. For 
the first few days they stay 
together in the same form 
but then the mother 
moves each one to their 
own individual form. 
Although they are born 
with fur and with their 
eyes open, they stay put 
for about two weeks. 

Here they wait for short 
visits from their mother 
when she feeds them with 
her milk. 


at the bottom of a hedge 
to lie in during the day. 
This is called a form. 
When the leverets are 
resting in their forms they 
must keep perfectly still, 
otherwise a Fox, Stoat or 
Buzzard might spot them. 
Many leverets die before 
they are one month old. 
Hares are usually silent 
but when a leveret is 
frightened or in danger it 
will scream for its mother. 


Life isn’t easy for Mrs Fieldmouse. Being 
so small, she and her husband are 
frightened of most of the animals, but they 
feel much safer when Vixen and Whistler 
join them. On the way to White Deer Park 
Mrs Fieldmouse gives birth. But this happy 
event adds to her problems, as travelling 


with babies is both difficult and dangerous. 
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DRAW ANOTHER 
LINE TO FINISH 
THE TAIL 


ADD ANOTHER 
LINE INSIDE THE 


FIRST EAR 


we 


DRAW AN EG 7) 


FOR THE BODY 
AND AN OVAL 
FORTHE HEAD 
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66Well mateys, | bet you didn’t expect to fi 
me here in town,This broken down wall with: 
plenty of damp shady-nooks is-just the kind o 
place to look for me. It is also home to all - 
sorts of wildlife. Plants like Red Valerian and 
Oxford, yagwort/push their roots into the soft 
mortatybetween the bricks, and moss andivy _ - 
growsover the surface. Woodlice, wasps, ‘ 
ers and beetles also lurk in the cracks% 
|. broken bricks. And where you find_— 
sects you'll find birds, like.the Noisy Bla 
h\redstart; for example. <a t mt 
Not all the creatures are hidinglawAy, some 
sun lovers like the Zebra spider are usually 
=.found in the sunniest areas, hunting their prey. 


Toad’s Challenge: Common snails can_ . qf) 
often_be found in wae whichgre much! © | 


cleaner places now an they ised to be. 
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shady corners of this|wall?99 \y 
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y! How many snails can you spotin the 


Annual wall rocket has 
pleasant-smelling, yellow 
flowers which attract bees 
and other insects. But if 
you crush the plant’s stem 
in your hand it makes a 
horrible whiff like rotten 
eggs. That’s why it’s 
sometimes called 
stinkweed. 


Look between the bricks, on the top and 
on the side of the wall and you'll find five 
Common snails. How many did you spot? 


Zebra spiders are real 
sun lovers. You may see 
them on the hottest part 
of the wall on a sunny 
day. Their black and white 
colour is like a Zebra’s 


Ivy-leaved toadflax 
looks a bit like ivy 
and grows in a green 
blanket on old walls. It’s small, pink 
flowers have a yellow lower lip to 
attract bees. The flowers produce 


a 


seeds which fall into cracks in the wall stripes. 
and help the plant to spread. 


Common polypody ferns are 
often found anchored in the 
gaps in walls by hundreds of 
tiny roots. As the air in cities 
becomes cleaner polypody 
ferns are found more 
frequently in town. 


Wall mason wasps build pot-shaped 
nests out of mud in cracks in walls. The 
female Mason wasp lays an egg in each 
pot and stocks it with a juicy caterpillar. 
When the egg hatches, the wasp larva 
finds a delicious caterpillar breakfast 
waiting for it. 


Wall brown butterflies 
love the sun and you can 
find them basking on walls 
on a sunny day. 


The Black redstart is 
quite a rare sight. It 
tends to be spotted 
near towns, building its 

nest in disused 
factories or power 
stations. Its loud 

song is often 
drowned out by 
traffic or city 
noise. 


The Ruby-tailed wasp is small and 
coloured like a vivid traffic light without 
the amber. It’s a crafty customer which 
enters a Mason wasp’s pot nest and 
lays its own egg there, too. When the 
Ruby-tailed wasp grub hatches, it eats 
the Mason wasp larva - and its 
caterpillar food supply. 
ee ee 
4 por 
( { Wall screw-moss grows in a 
\ A cushion on walls. If the weather 
turns very dry the moss twists 


its leaves round to stop any 
waiter escaping. 


Squirrel says 


Remember snails are 
living creatures, so 

always treat them 
very gently. 


The snail is famous for being a slowcoach, 
so you won’t have any difficulty finding 
some in your garden or local park! 
Look for them under stones 
or window ledges, or 
clustered on walls. 


SNAIL 
WATERING 


You can keep snails for a few days 
in an empty fish tank or clear plastic 
box with a layer of damp soil in the 
bottom. Make some small holes in a 
piece of cardboard and place it over 
the top. 

Keep the tank in a cool, dark place 
and supply the snails with plenty of 
food. Try a few leaves of the plants 
growing where you found the snails. 
You could also add lettuce, carrot, 
apple, dandelions and nettles - 
which do they prefer? 


A snail’s body is like one, big ‘foot’, 

which leaves a trail of slime as it moves 
along. The slime helps the snail to slide 
over rough ground and sharp objects 
without being hurt. It can even climb 
over broken glass without being cut! 


A snail’s shell is very 
important because it stops 
the soft body from drying out. 
The shell is not a skeleton - it 
grows bigger with the snail. 


Look at the rings 
running round the 
shell - those that are 
paler and slightly 
raised were formed in 
winter. The darker 
ones grow in summer. 


Here are some different types of 
snail for you to look out for. 


SNAIL SPOTTING 
wee) snail 


Roman (edible) snail 


oO 


Hairy snail _———.. White-lipped 
y 


snail 


Common 
(garden) snail 


ic 
SNAILS’ PACE RAGE 


You will need: Thin cardboard, tracing paper, pencil, 
felt-tip pens or crayons, string, scissors, strong glue, 
Plasticine. 


SMAIL MAGNETS _ 


You will need: 

Small magnets, card, 
strong glue, pens 
or crayons. 


q Trace the 
snail template 
on to card. 
Colour it in 
and cut it out. 


Q Glue a magnet 
on the back of 
the snail. 


q To make the snails, trace the snail and platform 
templates on tracing paper. Then trace the templates on 
to the cardboard four times. Cut out the shapes and 
colour each snail a different colour. (Remember to colour 
both sides!) Cut along the vertical lines on the tabs at the 
@ bottom of the snail. 
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3 When the 
glue is dry, use 
the snail to stick 
messages on 
your fridge. 


° Hur} syuet 
. pue aut WW 


Q Loop 4 pieces of string around a table and knot the 
ends. Make an obstacle course under each string. Press 
bits of Plasticine down on the table to make puddles and 
stones. 


HOW TO PLAY 
Race your snail from one end of the table to the other. 
Line up your snails at one end of the table. Stand at the 
end of the table and pull the string under the table 
towards you. The first player to get his/her snail to the 
other end of the table wins. Z 


3 Put a snail over each 
string. Pull the string up the 
slits. Bend back the tabs, 
as shown. Glue the tabs to 
the platform. 


SELF-SEAL 
If it is a very hot ys 
summer or cold 
winter, a snail can 
seal itself up with a 
layer of hard slime 
across the shell’s 
entrance. 


A MERRY DANCE 
Roman snails court 
each other by 7 
dancing round 
in circles and 
caressing each 
other with their 
tentacles! 


ONE-FOOTED GAMES: NOPSEOTEN 


Hopscotch is usually played in the 
playground so that you can draw the grid on 
the ground with chalk. But it is also an ideal 
game for the beach, where you can draw a 
grid in the sand using a stick or your finger. 


HOW TO PLAY 
The players take it in turns to throw a pebble 
into one of the squares. If the pebble misses 
the square, or lands on a line, the player 
misses a turn. If the pebble lands in a square 
the player must hop through each square 
(without stepping on any lines and landing on 
both feet in the double squares and hopping 
over the square with the pebble in). On the 
way back, when the player reaches the 
square containing the pebble he/she picks it 
up and marks the square with his/her initials 
and hops back to the start. It is then the next 
player’s turn. The winner is the first player to 
get their initials in every square. 


rl 
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HOPSY BACKWARDS 


- to make the game more difficult try 
hopping backwards! 


IN THE DARK 


Mole likes to live underground but he’s 
not the only animal which has to cope 
with life without light. There are many 
creatures of the dark who all have 
different ways of moving around and 
catching their food. 


APETER PAN SALAMANDER 


Lurking in dark, coastal caves between 


Italy and Greece, the Olm is a salamander 


that never grows up. Most salamanders, 
like newts, have a pair of gills when they 
are tadpoles, but lose them as they 


become adults. The Olm keeps its gills all 


its life. 


& A RAT LIKE AN INSECT 
This Naked mole rat is an ugly-looking 
creature with very big teeth indeed. It 
lives underground eating nothing but 
roots. Naked mole rats live in big 
groups like bees. A queen has all the 
babies while the rest do the work. 


UNDERGROUND FISH 
Since there is no light in the 


AMIDNIGHT PATROL 

Hedgehog is another animal that prefers to go 
about his business at night. In winter he's 
completely in the dark because that's when he’s 
hibernating in his nest of leaves and grass. 


A FISHING LIGHT q 


The deep sea Angler fish has a Avi S ANZA 


crafty way of feeding in the dark 
on the sea bed. To attract prey 
the fish has its own fishing rod. It 
dangles the luminous rod in front 
of its mouth and wiggles it about. 
When a small fish comes close 
the Angler opens its huge mouth 


Il sniff 
them out 


AMOLE’S 

AFRICAN COUSIN 
Golden moles live in Africa. 
Like Mole, they live 
underground. Their eyes 
are tiny and they eat worms 
and other small creatures. 


LIGHT LUNCH 

The New Zealand glow 
worm, has an unusual 
way of catching its dinner 
in the dark caves where it 
lives. It makes sticky 


RABBITP 
NIGHTLIFE 


underground caves where 
they live, these Mexican 
blind cave characins don’t 
need to see. Instead they 
find their way around and 
catch their food by feeling 
the vibrations in the water. 


Although the Rabbit 
family don't live in 
the dark all the time, 


threads and hangs them 
down like curtains from 


cert do you 


and eats it. 
heat “re, 


eating oye helps you 


to see int e dark? i 
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the roof of the cave. The 
glow worm’s body lights 
up the threads. Small 
insects attracted to the 
lights, get stuck and the 
glow worm climbs down 
to tuck in to the feast. 


they tend to be 
busiest at night. 


Their big eyes help 


them to see their 
enemies better in 
the dark. 


A NO LEG TO STAND ON 
Believe it or not this Caecilian is one of 
Toad’s relatives. It may look like a worm 
but it’s really a legless amphibian. It 
doesn’t need legs because it crawls 
under the ground in tropical forests, 
rarely coming out of its burrow. 


<CAVE MINIWORLD 
A host of small animals live 
in the darkness of caves. 
Since there’s not enough 
light to see, many of these 
cave animals, like this 
Blind cave prawn, can’t 
see, They’re often pale in 
colour, too, because 
there’s no need for 
camouflage in the dark. 


We can 
see you 
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TAKING PIGKURES 


Young Hare was the happiest hare ever! On his WHAT ARE THEY? 

birthday his parents had given him a present he had Do you recognize these everyday objects? 
wanted for a long time — a camera. He couldn’t wait 
to try it out. First of all he took pictures of any 
objects he could find. But the photos were taken at 
odd angles and the results were rather strange. 


A 


Then he decided to go on a long walk 
looking for interesting things to 
photograph. On his way he met his 
great friend Billy Badger who joined 
him. As they roamed around together, 
they came across the Voles playing 
rounders in a field. 

“That’s a good subject,” said Young 
Hare, watching the game. He took 
several pictures of the Voles, but none 
of them turned out exactly the same. 


ERAISES “Please let me use the camera now,” 
The top left photo was the first one that begged Billy By:this'timethey had 


Young Hare took. In each of the next feachedieie ¥iver 
three photos there is one thing that is ‘ 
different from the first one — can you 


spot the differences? ulin 
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Billy took some pictures but he didn’t use the 
viewfinder properly. The photos had to be put 
together like a jigsaw to make up the picture. 


Young Hare and Billy spent a great afternoon 
together trying out the camera. 

Some of the photos were in black and white 
and a few days later, Young Hare tried to develop 
them himself. There was one negative in particular 
that he found difficult and only one of the prints 
matched it exactly. Can you see which print it is? 


PHOTO JIGSAW 

Study the pieces carefully and see which 
goes where to make up the picture. If it’s 
easier, trace them on to paper, cut them up 
and piece them together. 


MATCH THE PRINT 

In a negative everything which is black appears 
white and everything which is white appears 
black. Remembering this, can you see which 
print of Billy matches the negative exactly? 


~@ Make two holes either side of 


PUT OWL IN HER TREE! 


You will need: 
A square piece of blank card 
about 8cm x 8cm, a 
tracing paper, 2 pieces of os 
string each about 30cm s09 
long, scissors, pencil gu 
and felt tips. res 
Ee 
@ Trace the picture of ~ 
Ow in her tree on to om B ES. 
tracing paper. Don't evg 5 2 8§ 
forget the black dots qhdgeuee 
either side. Then on to coe 338 2 
one side of the card 2 s 8 Ete = 5 
trace the circle, black Teyoty pele 
dots, tree and hole. Besse se a 
45nu5585s 


the card, by piercing the black 
dots with the point of the 
scissors. Cut out the card circle. 


3 Place the tracing on the 
blank side of the card, 
lining up the black dots 
with the holes, and 
trace in Owl. Colour 

in the card on both 
sides, but leave 
the hole in 
the tree 
white. 


@ Thread a piece of string 
through the holes at either 
side and tie it into a loop. Put 
your first fingers through the 
loops and, holding one hang 
still, wind the string round 
and round with the first 
finger of the other hand. 


G 
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Let go and, as the card / 


spins round, watch Owl 
sit in her tree! 


Bottom line: C, H, F, A. 


negative matches the print in 
the middle of the bottom line. 


Match the Print: the 
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